Come, O long-expected Jesus
Born to set Your people free
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FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT NOVEMBER 29, 2009
Preparation for Worship: Read Psalm 85 (front of the hymnal p. 140)

The Hymns: 705, 56, 127:3, 611, 710:4
O Lord Jesus Christ, as we celebrate Thine advent on this first
Sunday of the church year send Thy Holy Spirit to open our hearts to
receive Thee. Come with Thy blessing upon our congregation, giving
faithfulness to our pastor and teachers and success to their efforts,
bestowing upon all our members brotherly love for one another and a
zeal to spread the Gospel. Keep our Church of the Lutheran
Confession free from error and strengthen the bond of fellowship
within it. Finally, come Lord Jesus! Amen..

Bells — Opening Prayer

Opening Hymn 705
THE INVOCATION

We invoke (“call upon’) the name of the one true God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
(Hymnal, page 5 — Congregation Stands)

PASTOR In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
CONGR. (sing) Amen.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SINS

We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.
PASTOR Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart
and confess our sins unto God, our Father, beseeching Him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord.

CONGR. (sing) Who made heaven and earth

PASTOR | said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.
CONGR. (sing) And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.
PASTOR Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners
confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that
we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore

we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your
grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.



ALL O most merciful God, who hast given Thine only-begotten
Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us
remission of all our sins; and by Thy Holy Spirit increase in us
true knowledge of Thee and of Thy will and true obedience to
Thy Word, to the end that by Thy grace we may come to
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PASTOR Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon
us and has given His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives
us all our sins. To those who believe in His name He gives power to
become the sons of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He
who believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us
all.

CONGR. (sing) Amen. (congregation is seated)

THE INTROIT

Having received the Lord’s forgiveness, we are glad to enter into His courts with praise and
thanksgiving. This entrance is made in the Introit with the Lord’s own Word, often from the
Psalms.

Unto You, O Lord, do | lift up my soul:
O my God, | trust in You.

Do not let me be ashamed:

Do not let my enemies overcome me.
Let no one who looks to you for help:
Ever be ashamed.

Show me Your ways, O Lord:

Teach me to follow in Your paths.

QUOUVOTOT

THE GLORIA PATRI
Latin for “Glory to the Father” (Hymnal, page 6)

CONGR. (sing) Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall
be, world without end. Amen.

THE KYRIE
Latin for “O Lord.” We approach our Lord with a cry for help in all the needs of our earthly life.
(Hymnal page 7 - sing)
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
"Glory to God in the highest" (Hymnal page 7 - sing)

Glory be to God on high: And on earth peace, good will toward
men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we
glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. O Lord
God, heav'nly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord the only
begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of
the Father, That takest away the sin of the world, have mercy
upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world. Receive our
prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
have mercy upon us. For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the
Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in
the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE SALUTATION (Greeting)
PASTOR The Lord be with you.
CONGR. (sing) And with thy spirit.

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY

The main thoughts for the day are “collected” together in this prayer.

PASTOR Let us pray.
CONGR. (sing) Amen.

THE BIBLE LESSONS

God speaks to us.

The Old Testament Reading:
Jeremiah 33:14-16 'Behold, the days are coming,' says the LORD,

'that | will perform that good thing which | have promised to the house
of Israel and to the house of Judah: 15 'In those days and at that time
I will cause to grow up to David A Branch of righteousness; He shall
execute judgment and righteousness in the earth. 16 In those days
Judah will be saved, And Jerusalem will dwell safely. And this is the
name by which she will be called: THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS.'

PASTOR Here ends the Old Testament Reading. We continue with
the responsive reading of:



THE GRADUAL

The Gradual is a “Bridge of praise” that links the Old Testament with the New Testament.
All those who look to You for help:
These shall never be ashamed, O Lord.
Show me Your ways, O Lord:
Teach me Your paths. Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Show us Your mercy, O Lord:
And grant to us Your salvation. Hallelujah!

QUOTOT

CONGR. (sing) Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

PASTOR The New Testament Reading comes from 1
Thessalonians chapter 3, beginning there in
the 9™ verse.

CONGR. (sing) Glory be to Thee, O Lord!

The New Testament Reading:

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 For what thanks can we render to God for you,
for all the joy with which we rejoice for your sake before our God, 10
night and day praying exceedingly that we may see your face and perfect
what is lacking in your faith? 11 Now may our God and Father Himself,
and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way to you. 12 And may the Lord
make you increase and abound in love to one another and to all, just as
we do to you, 13 so that He may establish your hearts blameless in
holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ with all His saints.

PASTOR Here ends the New Testament Reading.

CONGR. (sing) Praise be to Thee, O Christ!

Congregation stands for:

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

We boldly confess what we believe. (Hymnal, page 12)

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and

earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary; Suffered
under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried; He
descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven And sitteth on the right hand of God

the Father Almighty; From thence He shall come to judge the
quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints; The forgiveness of sins; The
resurrection of the body; And the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn 56
THE SERMON
Luke 21:25-36 "And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and
in the stars; and on the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the
sea and the waves roaring; 26 "men's hearts failing them from fear
and the expectation of those things which are coming on the earth, for
the powers of heaven will be shaken. 27 "Then they will see the Son
of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 "Now when
these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because
your redemption draws near." 29 Then He spoke to them a parable:
"Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 "When they are already
budding, you see and know for yourselves that summer is now near.
31 "So you also, when you see these things happening, know that the
kingdom of God is near. 32 "Assuredly, | say to you, this generation
will by no means pass away till all things take place. 33 "Heaven and
earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away. 34
"But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with
carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on
you unexpectedly. 35 "For it will come as a snhare on all those who
dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36 "Watch therefore, and pray
always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that
will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man."
Theme: “ADVENT GIVES THE CHRISTIAN HOPE”
I. Jesus will come in great glory (27)
II. All earthly things will pass away (25-26, 33)
Ill. God’s Word of truth will abide forever (33)




THE OFFERTORY

In this prayer we OFFER God our hearts, asking Him for that best of all gifts, the Holy Spirit.
(Hymnal, pages 12-13) (sing)

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
And renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence
And take not Thy Holy Spirit from me
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation
And uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

THE OFFERING OF THANKFUL HEARTS

In tangible evidence of our gratitude, we offer the Lord the gift of our money, remembering that
He has first given to us that we might have to give to Him. While the ushers present our
offerings at the Lord’s Altar, we stand and sing the offering hymn 127:3:

As they offered gifts most rare At Thy cradle, rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy, Pure and free from sin’s alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King!

PRAYERS - (Pastor)

THE LORD’S PRAYER - (All)
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever, Amen.

Hymn 611

Congregation stands for:

THE BENEDICTION
The blessing given by God for the blessing of His people (Numbers 6:24-26).

PASTOR:
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
CONGR. (sing) Amen, Amen, Amen.

The Closing Hymn 710:4 (standing)

*** Silent Prayer ***
Verbal Announcements --- Ushers dismiss by row

Announcements

“If the LORD wills, we will do this or that.” James 4:15

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE
TUE 10:00 am LM Church Service at the Lutheran Home
6:00 pm Luther Memorial Ladies Christmas Party
WED 8:45-9:30 am Women'’s Bible Reading
10:00 am First Midweek Advent Morning Service
7:00 pm First Midweek Advent Evening Service
FRI  1:30 pm 75er’'s Christmas Party
SAT 9:00 - 10:30 am Children’s Christmas Eve practice
SUN 11:00 am Church Decorating
TV CHURCH - Today’s Service replayed on Cable TV Channel 21
Tuesday at noon and Wednesday at 4:00 pm

LADIES CHRISTMAS PARTY Tuesday December 1. Punch is
served at 6:00 pm, potluck at 6:30 pm. This year's theme: "A Cozy
Comfortable Christmas". Ladies of Luther Memorial Team 3 have
received a reminder to find out how you can help with this fun event!

WEDNESDAY MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICES The first of three
midweek services is scheduled to begin this Wednesday with a
service in the morning at 10:00 am and a service in the evening at
7:00 pm. In these services we praise our God for His coming to
earth the first time and look forward to His second coming which He
has promised is very soon. We all have priorities this busy time of
year - let's put these services at the top of the list!

75'ERS CHRISTMAS PARTY This years’ gathering will be on Friday,
December 4™. Please note that this year’s party starts at 1:30 p.m.
All members of Luther Memorial 75 years and over are welcome and
encouraged to attend.

CHILDREN'S PRACTICE FOR THE CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
Miss Anita Meyer is our director. The following practices are planned:
Saturday, December 5, 9:00 — 10:30 am.

Saturday, December 12, 9:00 — 10:30 am.

Sunday December 13, 9:00 — 9:45 am (in place of SS School)



Sunday December 20, 9:00 — 9:45 am (in place of SS School)

All of our children (preschool - grade 8) have been included in the
service and will be receiving their assignments. May the Lord bless
us all once again with the message of our Savior's birth!

NEXT SUNDAY DEC. 6 - CHURCH DECORATING Your help is
needed following the Sunday morning service to decorate our
wonderful house of worship for the Christmas season. We'll have
enough decorating to keep parents, children, and anyone else busy
for an hour or two, so please come if you can!

PASTOR IN NEED A request from the President of the CLC, the
Rev. John Schierenbeck, on behalf of the Rev. Kevin McKenney of
Faith Ev. Lutheran Church, a small congregation in Cambridge, W],
with under 20 members. Pastor McKenny suffers from MS (Multiple
Sclerosis) which came on in the last few years and now has bound
him to a wheel chair. MS is degenerative, and recently he has
suffered more severe bouts of the disease. The family (wife and
three children) is having difficulty paying utility bills and the like. LM
President Jim Fillmore has authorized the model church for your
donations to help with this called servant and his family in need.
Galatians 6:10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do

good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.

FLOODING IN INDIA Our brethren in India are recovering from
recent severe flooding — please see the bulletin board for pictures.
Please make checks out to Luther Memorial Church and mark them
“‘India Flood Relief”. May the Gospel of Jesus be your motivation!

CHRISTMAS CARDS Boxes of Christmas cards are still available in
room #1 (the meeting room). The price of each box is found on the
back of each box. Payments may be made to Mrs. Bernice Mueller.

CHRISTMAS BOXES Your gifts of money to our Luther Memorial
Called Workers, our Immanuel Lutheran College Professor Gift
Boxes, and also our CLC Foreign Missionary can be put in the
appropriate boxes in the back of the church.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED With the snow season upon us, we are
seeking volunteers to clear the sidewalks and entryways of our

church and school. Snow blowers and shovels are provided. If you
act fast, you can get this free early morning exercise by signing up for
the first or last half of the winter month of your choice on the bulletin
board.

GRADESCHOOL BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT Information may
be found online at www.clclutheran.com/tourney It is suggested that
hotel reservations be made soon!

FUNDS TO REMEMBER WITH YOUR PRAYERS AND OFFERINGS
General Budget; Missions, LM Building Fund; Student Aid Fund;
Academic Center Fund (ILC). Other synod and local funds are listed
on the bulletin board. Envelopes are available on the registry table.

CLC NEWS <>The Rev. Scott Schiermeister of St. John’s Lutheran
and Peace Lutheran of Clarkston, WA/Orofino, ID, has resigned from
the pastoral ministry. <>The Rev. Bruce Naumann, Grace Lutheran
in Sleepy Eye, MN, has the call to Messiah Lutheran in Eau Claire,
WI. <> The Rev. Philip Matzke, Mankato, MN, has the call to Morning
Star Lutheran, Fairchild WI. <> The members of Grace Lutheran,
Sleepy Eye will hold a 50th Anniversary service of praise and
thanksgiving to God on Sunday, November 22. The 9:00 a.m. service
will feature guest speaker Pastor Paul D. Nolting, who is the son of
our founding pastor as well as a son of the congregation. A program
and meal will follow the service. We warmly invite our fellow CLC
members, and all friends of the congregation, to attend.

The Advent Wreath
The advent wreath is rich in symbolism, and as such it aids our
worship as it reinforces our hope in the ultimate coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. The wreath is covered with evergreen. Just as the
species of tree is always green, so our hope for eternity is always
alive because it rests upon the living Christ. The wreath is also in the
form of a circle, which has no beginning and no end. What better way
to picture that our life with God is everlasting.

The lighted candles are symbolic of the light of Christ and His Gospel,
which alone can lift us out of our sin and spiritual darkness. The 4
candles surrounding the center candle remind us of the 4000 years of


http://www.clclutheran.com/tourney

waiting for Christ by the Old Testament world. Each of the candles
has been assigned a special name with special significance.

The Prophecy Candle is the 1° candle lit the first week in Advent. It
is symbolic of the long years of waiting during which the prophets,
inspired of God, kept alive the hope that the son of God was coming
to redeem His people from their sins.

The Bethlehem Candle is the 2™ candle lit. It symbolizes the
preparations being made for the coming of the Christ-child. The
prophecy in Micah 5:2 that foretold Jesus’ birthplace at Bethlehem
may seem to be a minor revelation, but it shows how God prepared
even the least detail for the coming of Christ.

The Shepherds’ Candle is the 3™ candle lit and reminds us of our
responsibility to share the Savior and His promises. The shepherds
left their task and went with haste to see the Christ-child, then they

returned to tell others about the good news of the Savior.

The Angel’s Candle is lit the 4™ week of Advent. It reminds us of the
activity of the angels before and after Jesus’ birth, bearing messages,
ministering, protecting, praising; they will be with Jesus at His final
coming on Judgment Day, to gather the nations.

The Christ Candle is the center candle lit at the celebration of the
birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. It's white color symbolizes the
perfect and holy life our Savior led on our behalf. With His death on
the cross, the LORD now counts that white robe of Christ’s
righteousness to each one of us. God'’s great gift — His Son Jesus!
SERVICE TODAY Usher Team 4 Wayne Wischnefski, Alan Kottke, Chris
Sabel, Ron Haensgen, Mark King, Joel Delarme. Organist: Adrienne F.
MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICES Available Ushers. Organist Adrienne F.
NEXT SUNDAY Usher Team 1 Lowell Boelk, Rodney Kern, John Scheberl,
David Dexter, Sam N, Larry Stubbs, Craig Youngerberg. Organist Adrienne

WITH CHEERFUL HEARTS - LAST WEEK Attendance - 149

(This is an unofficial summary. For the official summary, speak to the Financial Secretary)

Budgetary weekly ($4,327 needed) For the fiscal year

Received $2,978 $167,996
Non-budgetary

Maintenance & Improvement $20 balance $3,746

Debt Retirement Fund $20

LM Building Fund $50
($50 given in memory of Delbert Horning)

Missions (CLC fiscal year is July 1 to June 30)
Budgetary weekly year to date

balance $455
mortgage $25,859

Received $871 $18,767
Non-budgetary
India Orphanage Fund $95
India Relief Fund $30
Pastor McKenny Fund $35
WEEKLY MEMORY VERSE

“Behold, | am coming quickly!
Hold fast what you have,
that no one may take your crown.”
Revelation 3:11

The Old Testament Reading:

Jeremiah 33:14-16 'Behold, the days are coming,' says the
LORD, 'that | will perform that good thing which | have promised
to the house of Israel and to the house of Judah: 15 'In those
days and at that time | will cause to grow up to David A Branch
of righteousness; He shall execute judgment and righteousness
in the earth. 16 In those days Judah will be saved, And
Jerusalem will dwell safely. And this is the name by which she
will be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.'




THE GRADUAL
All those who look to You for help:
These shall never be ashamed, O Lord.
Show me Your ways, O Lord:
Teach me Your paths. Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Show us Your mercy, O Lord:
And grant to us Your salvation. Hallelujah!

QUOTOT

The New Testament Reading:

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 For what thanks can we render to God
for you, for all the joy with which we rejoice for your sake before
our God, 10 night and day praying exceedingly that we may see
your face and perfect what is lacking in your faith? 11 Now may
our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct
our way to you. 12 And may the Lord make you increase and
abound in love to one another and to all, just as we do to you,
13 so that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ with all His saints.

The Old Testament Reading for 1% Sunday in Advent
Jeremiah 33:14-16
The Prophet Jeremiah records the LORD’s promise to send the
Messiah — a Branch of righteousness — Whose name is
beautiful to our sin-sick souls, for His very name tells us that he
will account His righteousness to us. We read...

The New Testament Reading:
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Here the Apostle Paul prays for us that God would keep us in
the faith until the great Day of Judgment. We read...
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