January 7, 2018

Epiphany 1

“We Preach Christ Crucified…”
~1 Corinthians 1:23

An Affiliate of the Church of the Lutheran Confession

♦ www.clclutheran.org

E-pi-phan-y
Noun: 1. Divine manifestation

2. Revelation or insight

9:00am Sunday School & Bible Class / 10:00am Divine Service
Visit us at: www.FDLlutheran.com ♦ Church/Office (920) 922-7421
Pastor Neal Radichel ♦ Principal Dave Bernthal ♦ Teacher Jennifer Wiese
Altar cloths are white; the color of purity is displayed as we rejoice in the pure Word of God.

Welcome to all! This week’s focus:

"I will be a Father to you,
And you shall be My sons and daughters,
Says the LORD Almighty."
2 Corinthians 6:18
Today’s Service Liturgy (how God’s Word serves us): As follows

718 (1-3) ♦ 414 ♦ 409 ♦ 305 ♦ 718 (4-5)

Pre-Service Meditation Psalm 121 (Red Hymnal pg. 152) ~ Opening Bells / Prayer
Our worship service centers and glorifies our Savior, Jesus Christ. Please turn off your cell phones to avoid distraction.
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE

I. WE PREPARE TO MEET OUR LORD
THE INVOCATION
We invoke (“call upon”) the name of our Triune God.
PASTOR: We begin our worship service today in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit!
ALL: I thank you, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your
dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and
danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from
sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You.
For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and
all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may
have no power over me. Amen!
OPENING HYMN: #718 (1-3) [Tan Supplement]

II. WE PRAISE OUR LORD
LORD, HAVE MERCY

KYRIE
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GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST

THIS IS THE FEAST
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray . . . through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Congregation (speaks): Amen!

III. OUR LORD SPEAKS TO US
1 SCRIPTURE LESSON ~ PSALM 26:1-12
ST
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1 A Psalm of David. Vindicate me, O LORD, For I have walked in
my integrity. I have also trusted in the LORD; I shall not slip. 2
Examine me, O LORD, and prove me; Try my mind and my heart.
3 For Your lovingkindness is before my eyes, And I have walked
in Your truth. 4 I have not sat with idolatrous mortals, Nor will I go
in with hypocrites. 5 I have hated the assembly of evildoers, And
will not sit with the wicked. 6 I will wash my hands in innocence;
So I will go about Your altar, O LORD, 7 That I may proclaim with
the voice of thanksgiving, And tell of all Your wondrous works.
8 LORD, I have loved the habitation of Your house, And the place
where Your glory dwells. 9 Do not gather my soul with sinners,
Nor my life with bloodthirsty men, 10 In whose hands is a sinister
scheme, And whose right hand is full of bribes. 11 But as for me,
I will walk in my integrity; Redeem me and be merciful to me. 12
My foot stands in an even place; In the congregations I will bless
the LORD.

2ND SCRIPTURE LESSON ~ MALACHI 1:6-11

6 "A son honors his father, And a servant his master. If then I am
the Father, Where is My honor? And if I am a Master, Where is
My reverence? Says the LORD of hosts To you priests who
despise My name. Yet you say, ‘In what way have we despised
Your name?’ 7 "You offer defiled food on My altar. But say, ‘In
what way have we defiled You?’ By saying, ‘The table of the
LORD is contemptible.’ 8 And when you offer the blind as a
sacrifice, Is it not evil? And when you offer the lame and sick, Is
it not evil? Offer it then to your governor! Would he be pleased
with you? Would he accept you favorably?" Says the LORD of
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hosts. 9 "But now entreat God’s favor, That He may be gracious
to us. While this is being done by your hands, Will He accept you
favorably?" Says the LORD of hosts. 10 Who is there even
among you who would shut the doors, So that you would not
kindle fire on My altar in vain? I have no pleasure in you," Says
the LORD of hosts, "Nor will I accept an offering from your hands.
11 For from the rising of the sun, even to its going down, My
name shall be great among the Gentiles; In every place incense
shall be offered to My name, And a pure offering; For My name
shall be great among the nations," Says the LORD of hosts.

OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH ~ NICENE CREED
The Nicene Creed was written to defend the Bible’s teaching that the MAN Jesus Christ is
not only true man, but also TRUE God. (Colossians 2:6-9)

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth, and of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God,
begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by Whom all things were made. Who,
for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He
suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again,
according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits
on the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with
glory to judge the living and the dead; whose kingdom will have
no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds
from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son
together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. I
acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins;
and I look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen!

HYMN OF THE DAY: #414 [Red Hymnal]
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SERMON MEDITATION read/watch sermons and services online at www.fdllutheran.org
Jesus said, "…Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!" ~Luke 11:28

2 Corinthians 6:14 Do not be unequally yoked together with
unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with
lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 15
And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a
believer with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement has the
temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living
God. As God has said: "I will dwell in them And walk among
them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people." 17
Therefore "Come out from among them And be separate, says
the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you."
18 "I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and
daughters, Says the LORD Almighty."

If you don’t think UNITY is important… the yoke’s on you.
1. Be on guard, Universalism is all around and among us!
2. Be comforted, Unity is what the LORD has promised!

THE OFFERTORY

We Offer God our hearts again, praying for His Spiritual blessings!

SERMON HYMN: #409 [Red Hymnal]
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IV. WE OFFER OURSELVES TO OUR LORD
Holy Communion is rightly called a ‘Sacrament’
because it is a “Sacred act;” not in what WE do for Christ, but in what Christ does for US.
Because God’s Word presents the reception of this Sacrament as a most intimate
expression of spiritual and confessional unity (1 Corinthians 1:10; 10:16-17 Romans 16:1718), we ask only those who have publicly professed such oneness of faith and belief with us
by membership here or another CLC church come forward at this time. This is not a judgment
of anyone’s faith, but rather an expression of ours. Please speak with pastor if you are
seeking a church home or have any questions. We’d love to have you!
COMMUNION ANNOUNCMENT:

AN OFFERING OF THANKFUL HEARTS TO THE LORD
“So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God
loves a cheerful giver.” ~ 2 Corinthians 9:7

OFFERING MEDITATION: Red Hymnal #424 –Aaron Gullerud, N. Radichel (2003)
1. My God, my Father, make me strong,
When tasks of life seem hard and long,
To greet them with this triumph song,
Thy will be done.
2. Draw from my timid eyes the veil,
To show, where earthly forces fail,
Thy power and love must still prevail,
Thy will be done.
3. With confident and humble mind,
Freedom in service I would find,
Praying through every toil assigned,
Thy will be done.
4. Things deemed impossible I dare;
Thine is the call and Thine the care;
Thy wisdom shall the way prepare;
Thy will be done.
5. Heaven’s music chimes the glad days in;
Hope soars beyond death, pain and sin;
Faith shouts in triumph, “Love must win”;
Thy will be done.

FOLLOWED BY THE OFFERING HYMN: [Red Hymnal #127:3,4]
As they offered gifts most rare, At Thy cradle, rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy, Pure and free from sin’s alloy
All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to Thee our heavenly King!
Holy Jesus, every day, Keep us in the narrow way;
And when earthly things are past, Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide, Where no clouds Thy glory hide.

SPECIAL PRAYERS ~ GENERAL PRAYER ~ SAY LORD’S PRAYER
8|Page

V. OUR LORD BLESSES US

OUR CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION OF SINS
P: Having heard God’s Word, let us confess our sins to Him. Do you
sincerely confess that you have sinned against God and deserve
His wrath and punishment? Then declare so by saying: I do
confess.
Congregation: I do confess.

CONFESSION

P: Surely, you should confess; for the Word of God declares: “If we say
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”

CONGREGATION SINGS: [Red hymnal #315:1]
I come, O Savior, to Thy Table, For weak and weary is my soul;
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able, To satisfy and make me whole:
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood, Be for my soul the highest good!

P: Do you repent of all your sins committed in thought, word, and
deed, as well as the sin of failing to do what God expects to be
done? Then declare so by saying: I do repent.
Congregation: I do repent.
P: Surely, you should repent, as did the penitent sinners: David, who
prayed for a sorrowful heart; Peter, who wept bitterly; the sinful
woman; the prodigal son; and many others.
CONGREGATION SINGS: [Red hymnal #315:6]
Weary am I and heavy laden, With sin my soul is sore opprest;

REPENTANCE
Receive me graciously, and gladden, My heart, for I am now Thy guest.
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood, Be for my soul the highest good!

P: Do you believe that God, through His undeserved grace and
love for us, for Jesus’ sake, forgives you all of your sins? Then
declare so by saying: I do believe.
Congregation: I do believe.
P: Surely, you should believe, for Holy Scripture declares: “God so
loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”
CONGREGATION SINGS: [Red hymnal #315:9]
What higher gift can we inherit? It is faith's bond and solid base;
It is the strength of heart and spirit, The covenant of hope and grace.

FORGIVENESS
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood, Be for my soul the highest good!

OBEDIENCE

P: Do you promise with the help of the Holy Spirit, that you hope to
amend your sinful life? Declare it to God in saying: I do promise.
Congregation: I do promise.
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P: Surely, this is a good promise, for Christ, our Lord, tells us to: “Let
your light so shine before men that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven.”
CONGREGATION SINGS: [Red hymnal #315:11]
Thy body given for me O Savior, Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed

These are my life and strength forever, By them my hungry soul is fed.
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood, Be for my soul the highest good!
P: Finally, do you believe that through me, a called servant of
God, by the authority and command of our Lord Jesus Christ,
you receive from God this blessed forgiveness and assurance of
all your sins? Then joyfully declare it by saying:
By the grace of my Lord Jesus Christ, I do believe.
Congregation: By the grace of my Lord Jesus Christ, I do believe.
P: As you believe, even so may it be for you! On this confession of
your sins, I announce the grace and peace of God to you, and
by the authority and command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive
you all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
CONGREGATION SINGS: [Red hymnal #315:13]
Who can condemn me now? For surely The Lord is nigh, who justifies.
No hell I fear, and thus securely, With Jesus I to heaven rise.
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood, Be for my soul the highest good!

ASSURANCE

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: May this peace of the Lord be with you always!
All: Amen!

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: #305 [Red Hymnal]
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING: “Song of Simeon” [Melody - TLH #15]
“Lord, let Your servant now depart,
With peace and joy within my heart.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
According to Your Holy Word,
I’ve seen salvation from the Lord!
Alleluia! (x4)
The Promised One has come for all,
For Gentiles and for Israel,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Light to lighten all the blind,
God’s glory for the heart and mind.”
Alleluia! (x4)
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VI. OUR LORD BLESSES US
THE BENEDICTION - The blessing given by God for His people (Numbers 6:24-26).
P: The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD make His face
shine upon you and be gracious unto you; The LORD turn His
face toward you and give you His peace.
ALL: Amen!

CLOSING HYMN: #718 (4-5) [Tan Supplement]
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to all! Guests, please sign our guest book in entryway and
we hope you will come and join us again! Questions? (920) 922-7421

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE: “If the LORD wills, we will do this or that.” James 4:15
*Online calendar at FDLlutheran.com or go to facebook.com/FDL.lutheran

Jan 7

Sun Usher Team #3: Steve S, Don E, Dave M, Eric W, Austin W
Organist: Barry H / Counters: Eric W, Don E
9a Sunday School / Bible Class (The Lord’s Prayer – 5th Petition)
10a Sunday Service with Holy Communion (Helper: Bob C)
11:15a School Committee
Jan 8
Mon 8a LM School Resumes
Jan 11
Thu 6p Elders Meeting
Jan 12
Fri 6p Family Game Night – Taco bar (After: Take down Christmas décor)
Jan 14
Sun Usher Team #4: Wayne W, Dave B, Bob C, Ron H, Alan K, Larry S
Organist: Rhoda E / Counters: Eric W, Don E
9a Sunday School / Bible Class (The Lord’s Prayer)
10a Sunday Service
11a Church Council
UPCOMING DATES:
Jan 21
Sun 2p Christian Music Festival – Faith, Markesan, WI
Jan 28
Sun 1p Annual Voters Meeting – All members are encouraged to come
and will be allowed to speak. LM Men 18 and older are voters and are
expected to take part in the work of our church for Christ’s kingdom and in
leading our congregation. “Serve the LORD with gladness…” (Psalm 100:2)
GET LMNEWS TEXTED TO YOUR PHONE = Just Text “LMNEWS “ to 84483
CHURCH CLEANERS ARE NEEDED FOR 2018 – Please sign up on the bulletin board!
NOMINATIONS FOR COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE positions have been mailed out and the
response is due today. Please let one of the current council members know if you will serve!
Christian Music Festival - Faith Lutheran Church, Markesan WI is hosting a music
festival, Sunday January 21st, at 2 pm All are welcome to come and enjoy. Many
are encouraged to come and play. Information is available on their website
MarkesanLutheran.com/MusicFestival For more information or to sign up to play
contact Marie Muelenhaupt at dalemarie@centurytel.net
CLC Call News The Rev. Neal Radichel, pastor of Luther Memorial, Fond du Lac, WI, has the
call to be co-pastor at Immanuel Lutheran, Mankato MN.
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Preparation for the Lord’s Supper

But how can the body of Christ and His true blood be present at the same time in those countless
places where the Lord’s Supper is celebrated, and be received by us with the mouth? If in
matters of faith only the things are to be received and believed that we can either conceive with
our mind or perceive with the senses, our whole faith would immediately collapse on all points.
But faith is of the things that are revealed and taught by the clear Word of God, though they
seem impossible to us (Lk 1:34,37), though they seem foolish in the eyes of the world and our
reason (1 Cor.1:18, 23; 2:14), and though they are not seen (Heb. 11:1), things, in fact, in which
our mind is to be brought into captivity (2 Cor.10:4-5). Since, then, the Lord’s Supper is a great
mystery, and is not to be judged on the basis of our reason, but is rather to be received by faith
in the fear of the Lord according to His Word (whence the ancients call this Sacrament a great
and tremendous mystery), we should simply accept in faith what Christ, the mouth of Truth,
unable to lie or deceive, says and declares. But how it can be, we commit to Him who instituted
the Supper, to whom is given all power in heaven and on earth (Matthew 28:18).
Taken from Ministry, Word and Sacraments by Martin Chemnitz
Closed (close) Communion: The Lord's Supper is like a prescription item. Jesus shows us that
a great deal of care is required in receiving this healing medicine, lest a person eat to his
judgment (1 Cor. 11). According to Bible teaching, the body and blood of our Lord is not to be
just dispensed "over the counter." If you are a worship guest among us this morning we invite
you to study these matters with the pastor. In this connection, please understand that we are
not judging your faith, but we are confessing our own.
IN OUR PRAYERS If you are hospitalized, please let pastor know if you would like a visit!
Currently Hospitalized: None that pastor or the elders are aware of at this time.
Shut-ins: Dan Immel (Woodlands), Ed Jacobs (868 W Scott St), Gloria Jacobs (Woodlands), Doris Kaiser
(Woodlands), Jeanette Keipe (675 S. Main St.), John Lenburg (769 Mustang Ln), Marion Mach (Lutheran
Home), Lois “Jean” Martin (Woodlands), Jim Steffen (At home).
FRUITS OF FAITH – LAST SUNDAY / FOR THE YEAR Bible Class N/A Worship 98

LUTHER MEMORIAL CHURCH
Budgetary ($3596 budgeted per week)
$5160
LM General Budget
Non-Budgetary
$
LM School
$
LM Student Aid Fund
$
LM Debt Retirement
$450
LM Maintenance & Improvements
$
LM Local Missions/Outreach
$70
LM Other: RRF (Building Fund)
□ Memorial (Designated):

CHURCH OF THE LUTHERAN CONFESSION
Budgetary ($635 needed per week)
$502
CLC General Budget
Non-Budgetary
$
ILC Student Aid Fund
$
ILC Building Fund
$
ILC Improvement Fund
$10
Mission Development-(MDF)
$10/25 Project Kinship/Orphanage
$
CLC Other: Foreign

LM Budgetary $187,000 (YTD Jan-Dec 52/52 wks)
LM
$0

$161,449

Received

$25,000 $50,000 $75,000 $100,000$125,000$150,000$175,000

GET UPDATES FROM OUR CLC MISSIONS SITE!

Budget

LutheranMissions.org

CLC Budgetary $33,000 (YTD July-June 27/52 wks)
$12,315

CLC

$0

$5,000

$10,000

Received

$17,145

$15,000

$20,000

$25,000

$30,000

Budget
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THE LM CALLED WORKERS The Wieses, The Bernthals, & The Radichels would all like to
express their deep thanks and appreciation for all the Christmas gifts that were given this year.
The encouragement is a tremendous blessing as we continue to work together to support the
work in our Savior’s Kingdom! The Lord continue to richly bless you and keep you all in His care!
We always thank God as we remember you in our prayers, for your love has given us great joy
and encouragement, because you, have refreshed our hearts of the saints. (Philemon 1:1,7)

Looking Forward to Next Sunday!
“Looking Forward to Next Sunday” Devotions - As we look ahead to the
Second Sunday after Epiphany, we see that the LORD offers us a place in
His family. We understand how a home and family can be an amazing and
helpful blessing but also involves sacrifice. These Scripture lessons speak
about our family relationships and the care, concern, and respect that flow
between them. God’s Word says that our relationship with Him is of the utmost
importance, but He also mentions how this relationship isn’t going to be easy.
Old Testament Reading: Genesis 46:28-34 Joseph and his father Jacob
(Israel) are at last reunited in Egypt. Joseph shows love and respect for his
father and brothers reputation as they prepared to enter the land of Egypt. How
much more respect should we have for our Heavenly Father? (WS 785)
Psalm 128:1-6 The LORD gives blessings to those who fear the LORD. The
LORD kept this promise for Jacob as we saw in the Genesis reading. The
blessing which the LORD gives through family. Fearing the LORD is putting
Him first (reverence). The LORD wants us to have stable relationship with Him,
which comes from fearing the LORD. Just like fear and respect are a product
of a happy marriage, fear and respect are a product of a blessed and family
faith in the LORD. (TLH 625)
Epistle Reading: Titus 2:1-10 Examples of good behavior and things that are
good for us and others. Another reminder of the importance of family, and the
importance of family in training and instructing others in the family and the
household of faith that the word of God may not
be blasphemed, but glorified. (TLH 288)
Gospel Reading: Matthew 8:19-22 Do you want
to follow Jesus? Is He your priority? What is more
important? Your family or Your God? God should
be the priority in our lives. The LORD doesn’t
need us to do anything, but He commands us to
do it because it is good for us and those around
us. Jesus calls us to follow Him because we need
His mercy and grace! (TLH 270)
New Year’s Resolution #1 – I pray to resolve to gladly hear and learn God’s Word in church and
at home. I will not without good reason stay away from divine services. I will faithfully devote
myself to the searching and meditation of God’s Word, for it is the means by which the Holy
Spirit nourishes and keeps me in my saving faith. I will also commune often, for this too, is a
means by which he strengthens my faith and comforts me with forgiveness when I fail. Ask
pastor for some help with this if you are looking for support, encouragement, and a plan!
Here’s one on the next page… try it! Time spent with Jesus is always time well spent!
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