January 21, 2018

Epiphany 3

“We Preach Christ Crucified…”
~1 Corinthians 1:23

An Affiliate of the Church of the Lutheran Confession

♦ www.clclutheran.org

9:00am Sunday School & Bible Class / 10:00am Divine Service
Visit us at: www.FDLlutheran.com ♦ Church/Office (920) 922-7421
Pastor Neal Radichel ♦ Principal Dave Bernthal ♦ Teacher Jennifer Wiese
Altar cloths are white; the color of purity is displayed as we rejoice in the pure Word of God.

Welcome to all! This week’s focus:

"But if you love those who love you, what credit is that
to you? For even sinners love those who love them.”
Luke 6:32
Today’s Service Liturgy (how God’s Word serves us): Tan Supplement pg. 12

421 (1-4) ♦ 396 ♦ 278 ♦ 421 (5)
Pre-Service Meditation Psalm 33 (Red Hymnal pg. 131) ~ Opening Bells / Prayer
Our worship service centers and glorifies our Savior, Jesus Christ. Please turn off your cell phones to avoid distraction.
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE

I. WE PREPARE TO MEET OUR LORD
THE INVOCATION
We invoke (“call upon”) the name of our Triune God.
PASTOR: We begin our Savior’s worship service today in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
ALL: Amen!
OPENING HYMN: #421 (1-4) [Red Hymnal]
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SINS
We come before God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created
us to love and serve Him as His dear children. But we
have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him and
plead for His mercy.
ALL: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from
conception. In countless ways I have sinned against
You and do not deserve to be called Your child. But
trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me
according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.
P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By
the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus
Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You are His
own dear child. May God give you strength to live
according to His will!
ALL: Amen!

II. WE PRAISE OUR LORD
LORD, HAVE MERCY

KYRIE
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GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray . . . through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Congregation (speaks): Amen.

III. OUR LORD SPEAKS TO US
1 SCRIPTURE LESSON ~ MALACHI 3:13-18
ST

Do you ever wonder if following the LORD is really worth it? Why does it seem
the wicked thrive and the godly suffer? When we think like this, we need a new
perspective. We need to trust in the LORD’s power and mercy and return to His
Word. His Word clearly reveals the outcome of either following or rejecting Him.

13 "You have said harsh things against me," says the LORD. "Yet you
ask, 'What have we said against you?' 14 "You have said, 'It is futile
to serve God. What did we gain by carrying out his requirements
and going about like mourners before the LORD Almighty? 15 But
now we call the arrogant blessed. Certainly the evildoers prosper,
and even those who challenge God escape.'" 16 Then those who
feared the LORD talked with each other, and the LORD listened
and heard. A scroll of remembrance was written in his presence
concerning those who feared the LORD and honored his name. 17
"They will be mine," says the LORD Almighty, "in the day when I
make up my treasured possession. I will spare them, just as in
compassion a man spares his son who serves him. 18 And you will
again see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked,
between those who serve God and those who do not.
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2ND SCRIPTURE LESSON ~ 2 CORINTHIANS 13:5-14
Are you in the faith? Is Christ is you? Have you been disqualified or are you
approved? Test yourself on the basis of God’s Word of Truth. As CHRISTians, we
work for the Truth and with the Truth to strengthen one another in the faith,
through both encouragement and correction. Through that Truth we are united
(we are being made complete, like-minded) with God by faith and with one
another in faith and receive His peace and love.

5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test
yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in
you? -- unless indeed you are disqualified. 6 But I trust that you
will know that we are not disqualified. 7 Now I pray to God that
you do no evil, not that we should appear approved, but that
you should do what is honorable, though we may seem
disqualified. 8 For we can do nothing against the truth, but for
the truth. 9 For we are glad when we are weak and you are
strong. And this also we pray, that you may be made complete.
10 Therefore I write these things being absent, lest being present
I should use sharpness, according to the authority which the
Lord has given me for edification and not for destruction.
11 Finally, brethren, farewell. Become complete. Be of good
comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love
and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy
kiss. 13 All the saints greet you. 14 The grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. Amen.
P: Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it!
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OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH ~ THE THIRD ARTICLE (SANCTIFICATION)
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting.
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in
Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him. But the Holy Spirit has
called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts,
sanctified, and kept me in true faith. In the same way He calls,
gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church
on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In
this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all sins to me
and all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the
dead and give to me and all believers in Christ eternal life.
This is most certainly true.

HYMN OF THE DAY: #396 [Red Hymnal]
CHILDREN’S SERMON
But Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is
the kingdom of heaven.’" ~Matthew 19:14

SERMON MEDITATION read/watch sermons and services online at www.fdllutheran.org
Luke 6:27-36 "But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, and
pray for those who spitefully use you. 29 To him who strikes you
on the one cheek, offer the other also. And from him who takes
away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either. 30 Give to
everyone who asks of you. And from him who takes away your
goods do not ask them back. 31 And just as you want men to
do to you, you also do to them likewise. 32 But if you love those
who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love
those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who do
good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the
same. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you hope to
receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend
to sinners to receive as much back. 35 But love your enemies,
do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your
reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For
He is kind to the unthankful and evil. 36 Therefore be merciful,
just as your Father also is merciful.”

What kind of ‘Credit’ score are YOU after?
1. Because after all, alone, you’re spiritually bankrupt.
2. Because before all, the LORD alone, is to be ‘commended’.
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THE OFFERTORY

We Offer God our hearts again, praying for His Spiritual blessings!

SERMON HYMN: #278 [Red Hymnal]

IV. WE OFFER OURSELVES TO OUR LORD
AN OFFERING OF THANKFUL HEARTS TO THE LORD
“So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God
loves a cheerful giver.” ~ 2 Corinthians 9:7

OFFERING MEDITATION: “Narrow Road” N. Radichel

The Son gives light, as I look to see, all the road in front of me.
What’s in sight? Going way too fast, I lose all control.
So I close my eyes…darkness takes me
As I move to the left and to the right, my feet stumble again
As I choose between wrong or right, I look to You, To be like You,
As You guide my feet to the end
It’s easier, to follow One, when you don’t know the way on your own
The end is near, don’t give up now, we all like to stop and look around.
So open your eyes…He will lead you

FOLLOWED BY THE OFFERING HYMN: [Red Hymnal #400:1,6]

Take my life and let it be, Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days, Let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my love, my Lord, I pour, At Thy feet its treasure-store;
Take myself, and I will be, Ever, only, all, for Thee.

SPECIAL PRAYERS ~ GENERAL PRAYER ~ SAY LORD’S PRAYER
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V. OUR LORD BLESSES US
BENEDICTION

God’s blessing of His people (Numbers 6:24-26).

P: The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD make His face
shine upon you and be gracious to you; The LORD lift up His
countenance upon you and give you His peace.
ALL: Amen!

CLOSING HYMN: #421 (5) [Red Hymnal]
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to all! Guests, please sign our guest book in entryway and
we hope you will come and join us again! Questions? (920) 922-7421

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE: “If the LORD wills, we will do this or that.” James 4:15
*Online calendar at FDLlutheran.com or go to facebook.com/FDL.lutheran

Jan 21

Sun Usher Team #1: Lowell B, Reuel D, Rodney K, Tyler K, Alex S, John S
Organist: Adrienne F / Counters: Eric W, Don E
9a Sunday School / Bible Class (The Lord’s Prayer)
10a Sunday Service
2p Christian Music Festival – Faith, Markesan, WI
Jan 28
Sun Usher Team #2: Don S, Pete A, Mark R, Don G, Gene M, Stuart P
Organist: Adrienne F / Counters: Eric W, Don E
9a Sunday School / Bible Class (The Lord’s Prayer)
10a Sunday Service (CHILDREN SING)
1p Annual Voters Meeting
POSSIBLE Call Meeting for our future pastor. – All members are
encouraged to come and will be allowed to speak. LM Men 18 and
older are voters and are expected to take part in the work of our
church for Christ. “Serve the LORD with gladness…” (Psalm 100:2)
UPCOMING DATES:
Feb 3, 24 Sat Grade school Round Robin Basketball at Faith, Markesan
Feb 14 Wed 6:30p Ash Wednesday Worship
Feb 16 Fri 6p Family Game Night
Mar 25 Sun 10a Palm Sunday Worship
Mar 29 Thu 6:30p Maundy Thursday Worship with Holy Communion
Mar 30 Fri 1:30p Good Friday Worship with Holy Communion
Apr 1
Sun 8:30-9:30a Easter Breakfast
10a Easter/Resurrection Sunday Worship
Pastor Neal’s last official Sunday service
May 20 Sun 10a Confirmation/Graduation (Pastor Neal will conduct)
GET LMNEWS TEXTED TO YOUR PHONE = Just Text “LMNEWS “ to 84483
CHURCH CLEANERS ARE NEEDED FOR 2018 – Please sign up on the bulletin board!
NOMINATIONS FOR COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE positions have been mailed out and the
response is due today. Please let one of the current council members know if you will serve!
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Nominations for ILC President: The Board of Regents announces the following nominations
for the office of President of Immanuel Lutheran High School, College, and Seminary: Paul
Naumann and Steven Sippert. The term of this call is for two years, extending to the end of
Academic Year 2020. All comments from members of CLC congregations regarding these
candidates are to be received by March 15, 2018(postmarked by March 1), to: Dr.
Daniel Schierenbeck; 23 SE 240 Rd.; Warrensburg, MO 64093;
email: danschierenbeck@gmail.com.
CLC Call News The Reverend Neal Radichel, pastor of Luther Memorial, Fond du Lac WI, has
accepted the call as co-pastor for Immanuel Lutheran, Mankato MN.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

January 12, 2018

“A man’s heart plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps.” (Proverbs 16:9)
Without a doubt, this has been the theme of my life. Growing up I never would have
predicted that I would have become a pastor. It simply wasn’t ever a part of my plan.
Yet I found myself in pre-theology in college. Then by God’s grace followed that calling
to Seminary all while in Eau Claire. It was never my plan (or my wife’s, or our immediate
families plan) for us to pick up our entire life with a one year old Titus and move to CA.
The impact that had on Erin and me was tremendous. But the Lord gave us an extended
family even so far from home. Leaving CA broke our hearts. It never crossed my mind
while in college visiting Erin’s grandmother, aunt and uncle here in Fond du Lac that we
would one day move here, to FDL, from CA. We could never have anticipated that the
Lord would so graciously again, add each one of you to our extended family in such a
way that we feel even more blessed than we did before.
So the proverb, as the rest of God’s Holy Word, once again rings so amazingly true.
Our hearts may try to plan our way, but the Lord so clearly is the One who always directs
our steps. At this time our Good Shepherd has once again clearly directed my steps to
leave Luther Memorial and accept the call to serve at Immanuel, Mankato.
Be assured, this is NOT because the situation there is better. This is NOT because of
anyone here or any of the challenges going on here. There is nothing “wrong” with you
or this congregation that would make us want to leave. In fact it is as heart wrenching
as it was to leave our immediate family in Eau Claire, our extended family in Mountain
View, Ca, and now all of you, our family here in Fond du Lac. It is the Lord who directs
our steps.
The Lord teaches us how to rejoice in the time we have with our loved ones, the family
and friends in our lives, no matter how long that time may be. Whether its 3 years in
CA, 7 years in FDL, or however long we will serve in Mankato. Do not doubt for a
moment, how much my family dearly thanks and will cherish all of you for our time with
you here. You welcomed us into your homes, your families, and your lives. We
supported the work and ministry of Christ, together! For that we are eternally grateful,
and give the deepest thanks knowing we will spend eternity with you, our extended
family in Christ Jesus our Savior, forever.
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Above all, do not worry or fret about the future. "For I know the plans I have for you,"
declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11) It was the Lord who brought us here, and it is the
Lord who will provide once again! He already knows who it is! And that is an
encouraging thought. We thank our Lord Jesus for you all and for touching our lives,
and for allowing us to be a part of yours. We have enjoyed serving the Lord with you
here and will always continue to keep you in our thoughts and prayers. Please. Please,
keep my family in your prayers also as we go on in the strength of Christ to continue to
“Serve the LORD with gladness; and to Come before His presence with singing.”
(Psalm 100:2)

With love for you all and deep humility in Christ,
Pastor Neal
IN OUR PRAYERS If you are hospitalized, please let pastor know if you would like a visit!
Currently Hospitalized: Dick Nast had a triple bypass surgery and is recovering at St. Agnes in town.
Shut-ins: Dan Immel (Woodlands), Ed Jacobs (868 W Scott St), Gloria Jacobs (Woodlands), Doris Kaiser
(Woodlands), Jeanette Keipe (675 S. Main St.), John Lenburg (769 Mustang Ln), Marion Mach (Lutheran
Home), Lois “Jean” Martin (Woodlands), Jim Steffen (At home).
FRUITS OF FAITH – LAST SUNDAY / FOR THE YEAR Bible Class N/A Worship 96

LUTHER MEMORIAL CHURCH
CHURCH OF THE LUTHERAN CONFESSION
Budgetary ($3596 budgeted per week)
Budgetary ($635 needed per week)
$2843
LM General Budget
$453
CLC General Budget
Non-Budgetary
Non-Budgetary
$10
LM School
$
ILC Student Aid Fund
$
LM Student Aid Fund
$
ILC Building Fund
$40
LM Debt Retirement
$10*
ILC Improvement Fund
$30
LM Maintenance & Improvements
$55*
Mission Development-(MDF)
$45
LM Local Missions/Outreach
$20/0
Project Kinship/Orphanage
$
LM Other: RRF (Building Fund)
$
CLC Other: Foreign
□ Memorial (Designated): Leroy Hulke ($10 MDF), Nathaniel Krause $10 ILC Improvement)
LM Budgetary $187,000 (YTD Jan-Dec 52/52 wks)
LM

$161,449

Received

TO BE DECIDED AT ANNUAL MEETING ON THE 28th
$0

$25,000 $50,000 $75,000 $100,000$125,000$150,000$175,000

GET UPDATES FROM OUR CLC MISSIONS SITE!

Budget

LutheranMissions.org

CLC Budgetary $33,000 (YTD July-June 28/52 wks)
$13,120

CLC
$0

$5,000

$10,000

Received

$18,415

$15,000

$20,000

$25,000

$30,000

Budget

New Year’s Resolution #3 – By God’s Grace and Holy Spirit I resolve to walk as a child of God,
hating sin, avoiding temptation to evil, and adorning my life with those virtues that please my
Father in Heaven rather than only trying to please myself. Ephesians 5:1 Therefore be imitators
of God as dear children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for
us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma. 3 But fornication and all
uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints.
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Looking Forward to Next Sunday!
“Looking Forward to Next Sunday” Devotions - As we look ahead to the
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany, we are encouraged to remain steadfast in the
truth of God’s Word and not to trust in the wisdom of the world instead of the
Word of God. God’s Word offers us true comfort in our lives of sin and death.
Gospel Reading: Matthew
13:1-9, 18-23 The parable of
the Sower and the Seed
reveals the three enemies of
the Christian: The devil, the
world and our own flesh.
Even though we have
powerful enemies the LORD
brings forth great results.
Through the truth of His Word
He grants growth and life.
(WS 781)
Old Testament Reading:
Deuteronomy
11:18-25
Moses speaks these words
to the people of Israel as they
were preparing to enter the
promised land. He reminds them to remember the promises of the LORD,
follow His instructions, and assures them that if they do, the He will walk with
them. While some Orthodox Jews take these commands literally and place
pieces of paper in front of their eyes that contain God’s Laws they miss the
point that God is making and that is to keep God’s Word in our heart and our
mind through hearing and meditating on it. The ultimate purpose of God’s Word
is to bring people to faith in Jesus. (TLH 429)
Psalm 119:9-16 God’s Word has many valuable purposes: God’s Law shows
how we should live and what sin is. God’s Gospel reveals God’s plan of
salvation in Jesus and what He has accomplished for us through His perfect
life and sacrificial death. The Christian who is dedicated to study, devotion,
prayer, and meditation of God’s Word yields a harvest of spiritual richness and
faith. (TLH 293)
Epistle Reading: 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 Notice the emphasis on comfort. The
LORD comforts us so that we may comfort others. Both the comfort and the
afflictions that we face the LORD uses for our consolation and salvation. The
suffocating effects of trouble, tribulations, and terrors throughout the world
need us to focus on the comfort of the Gospel of Christ in the face of those
trials. And the life giving oxygen of the peace we have in Christ is what alone
comforts the troubled soul regardless of the situation. (TLH 531, 61)
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